June 26, 2012
Senator Claire McCaskill
United States Senate
506 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Dear Senator Claire McCaskill:
We, the undersigned national organizations representing a range of policies, interests and
ideologies, asked you and other members of the Senate Armed Services Committee
(SASC) to open this year’s markup of the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA)
to the public.
We thank you for voting to do so and for your continued leadership on more
transparency. Notably, you are the only SASC Subcommittee Chair who has chosen to
debate and vote on the NDAA in the open during the last two years. We applaud your
efforts to open the full committee markup and your determination to achieve greater
transparency and accountability in the Senate defense budget process.
We are disappointed, however, that the majority of the committee voted to shield the
debate on the Pentagon budget bill—a bill that authorized more than $631 billion in
spending—behind closed doors.
The bill was not disclosed to the public until nearly two weeks after the secret
deliberations concluded.
Like you, we believe that the public has a right to know how Congress is conducting the
people’s business, particularly when so many taxpayer dollars and important wideranging policies are at stake.
Meanwhile, House counterparts allowed for public access to their debate and votes on
their version of the National Defense Authorization Act (HR 4310). The bill was made
public prior to the committee’s votes, and the markup was webcast live. The House
Armed Services Committee (HASC) only goes into closed session when it’s necessary to
discuss classified information, but debates the rest of the bill in public. This year HASC
did not find it necessary to close to discuss classified information at all. It seems doubtful
that the same spending bill could be discussed openly in one chamber but not the other.
Is there more classified information pertinent to the same spending bill in the Senate?
We think not. Even if SASC does need to move to closed session to discuss some
pertinent classified information, that’s no reason to close the entire markup.
If the House can do it, so can the Senate.
Again, we thank you and the bipartisan group of seven other committee members who
voted for more openness and democracy.

We will continue to press for the Senate Armed Services Committee to bring the NDAA
into the light of day, and we look forward to your help in achieving this important
milestone for our democracy.
Sincerely,
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