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TCP Encouraged That Bin Laden's Son-In-Law
To Be Tried In Federal Court
WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Virginia Sloan, president of The Constitution Project, a bipartisan watchdog
group, applauded the decision to bring Sulaiman Abu Ghaith, an alleged al Qaeda spokesman and
Osama bin Laden's son-in-law, to the United States to stand trial in federal court.
"It is very encouraging that the Obama administration has chosen to prosecute this case in federal
civilian court. All Americans should have confidence in our criminal justice system's ability to safely
and capably handle complex terrorism cases," Sloan said. "The military commission system has not
proven itself deserving of the public trust," she added.
Although the details of his capture are not yet clear, reports indicate that Abu Ghaith was originally
detained in Turkey after entering that country from Iran. Turkish officials refused to turn him over
directly to the United States, opting instead to deport him to his home country of Kuwait. U.S.
counterterrorism operatives reportedly took custody of Abu Ghaith on a stopover in Jordan.
"We look forward to learning more about the circumstances surrounding Mr. Abu Ghaith's arrest and
transfer to the United States," Sloan said.
Abu Ghaith was arraigned this morning in Federal District Court in Manhattan on charges of
conspiracy to commit acts of terrorism. During the arraignment, federal prosecutors told the judge
that Abu Ghaith spoke extensively to law enforcement officials following his arrest.
TCP's Liberty and Security Committee outlined the advantages of the federal court system for trying
terrorism cases in its 2008 report, A Critique of National Security Courts. Over the last eleven and
a half years federal courts have completed nearly 500 terrorism cases, as compared to only seven in
the military commission system. Two military commission convictions have been overturned
because of basic jurisdictional problems.
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